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What is the impact of a strong library collection on faculty, students, their ministries and the communities they serve? How do theological libraries obtain high quality texts at affordable costs?  What resources are available to assess needs and help build appropriate and targeted collections that serve the right academic level, appropriate confessional traditions, core foundational materials, and special topical collections that are contextually relevant? How can libraries access both print and digital resources in adequate quantities?  How to facilitate indigenous scholarship and publication?

INTRODUCTION

· There are about 75 counties represented here at the ICETE c-15 meeting and we have served 46 of them. These recipients can tell you about our work and our high-quality books.

· We are a resource for you and your schools

· We have partnered with many of you and your schools over the last 11 years and we hope to be able to work with many of you in the future
OUR STORY

· For over eleven years now The Theological Book Network has been committed to providing high-quality theological academic books and journals to Majority World theological libraries to support the training of leaders for the church, facilitate indigenous research, and strengthen the teaching of professors.

· These resources include both print and electronic resources sourced from publishers, theological schools in the West, and academics and clergy that have quality theological material to support the work of the Network and our network partners. 

· We have shipped out over 1,800,000 books to over 1300 schools in 83 countries.

OUR PARTNERS

· We serve a broad range of institutions located in the Majority World (Africa, Asia, Latin America, and parts of Eastern Europe) ranging from seminaries, to Bible schools, to Christian universities. 
·  We believe sound theological equipping of this global church is absolutely necessary. To do this well there is great need for high-quality academic resources 

OUR APPROACH: QUALITY AND RELEVANCE

· We provide print books and journals (both new and used). Every book is sorted for condition, content, and fit before being shipped out to our partners. 

· We provide books in Biblical studies, Biblical languages, church history, historical and systematic theology, ethics, comparative religion, and philosophy. 

· By asking our partner schools to fill out our “Join the Network” form we are able to match their self-identified needs with our inventory. You can find this form on our website (http://theologicalbooknetwork.org/request-books/) and we encourage you to fill it out

· We select books that are appropriate for our partner’s library, confessional position, academic level, and curriculum and program development.
OUR CORE VALUES

The following core values make the Network unique in its field:

· We have a targeted focus regarding our books and use high-quality theological resources in biblical studies, theology and ethics. 
· We take much care and consideration in matching a partner school with the appropriate resources. 
· We see our relationship with partner schools as long-term.   We understand that building a school’s library holdings throughout the Majority World takes years.  

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

Over the years of our work with our partners in the Majority World we have heard them talk consistently of the value of the resources we share with them and their desire for more resources that speak to and from their own contexts. In response we have 
Print and Special Collection Books:

· Created more special collections to fulfill a demand in topical areas such as Poverty and Stewardship, Theology and Gender, Science and Faith, and Christian-Muslim Engagement. 

Digital Resources

· Curated a list of free online theological resources that are available online and placed in each box of books shipped to our partner institutions. The same list is also available on our website (http://theologicalbooknetwork.org/digital-resources/#hideitem1) 

· We also just completed an online fundraising campaign for a pilot project to provide hard drives loaded with up to 4,000 theological books, scholarly papers, and other educational materials to a selection of 26 African institutions that are unable to access such resources online due to infrastructural challenges.
· We are in the process of raising funds to launch another digital pilot project developed in partnership with JSTOR. This is a project for partner institutions with the capacity and infrastructure to accommodate online resources. Through this project we will be able to offer 10 schools close to 220 e-books available only through JSTOR. Those institutions will have 10 years of access to those books.
Indigenous Scholarship

· More recently we have embarked on a project to support indigenous scholarship and publications in partnership with SAIACS and ScholarLeaders International and set up the Centre for South Asia Research (CSAR). This project is in response to feedback we have received from our partners who want more and more resources that engage with their specific contexts. We have supplied them with whatever is available but they are not enough. Through this program scholars can stay in their own region and context as the y undertake research and scholarship for publication. Scholars have access to an advanced library collection; they receive a monthly stipend; and fully paid room and board. Please apply to be part of this program. Priority will be given to scholars from Asia each application will be considered individually.
· In September 2015 we ran a three-day writers’ workshop for 33 scholars, at CSAR in Bangalore, India to offer a much-needed service to scholars aspiring to write for both the academy and church in general. 
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