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1. A North American Case Study 

Theological Schools are hybrid institutions, and in whatever country they do their work, they reflect the life and needs of the church and the prevailing practices and perspectives of education. Theological perspectives vary, and that complicates discussions across theological schools in the same region, even though educational practices are similar. Educational practices vary across regions, and that complicates discussions across theological schools, even when theological perspectives are very similar.

Historical Reflection on Theological Education in North America

· Three large chapters in the history of North American Theological Education 
· Three chapters in the history of accreditation in the United States
· The interaction of these historical moments

Patterns of Diversity in the Association of Theological Schools

· Theological diversity
· Racial-ethnic diversity 
· Educational diversity
· The Intersections of diversity

2. A Dominant Issue in North American Higher Education: 
    Assessment of Learning Outcomes 
 
Western higher education is moving haltingly toward outcomes based educational effort, and that will influence educational efforts in other parts of the world.

Primary Assumption: The activity of teaching has results, and if education has been conducted effectively, the educational results should be discernable.

Rationale: Theological educators care deeply about what they teach and why they teach it. Assessment is an act of stewardship in service to the importance of theological study for communities of faith.  

Determining Outcomes: If you teach your students about the love, justice, and mercy of God, what do you most want the outcome to be? Is it that the student will be able to say God is a God of love, justice, and mercy? Or, do you hope that your students will know the theological meaning of these categories and the limitations with which we can claim any knowledge of God at all? Or, do you hope that students will come to order their lives by this vision of God? Or, do you hope that your students will be able to help other people perceive of God in this way and order their lives by such perceptions?

Guidelines:
 
· No one way. Good assessment uses many indicators in many ways to arrive at nuanced judgments about educational effects.
· Quantitative information can be very helpful. Two cautions: numbers dont make decisions; people do. Albert Einstein had this quote on the office wall at Princeton University: Not everything that counts can be counted, and not everything that can be counted counts. 
· Qualitative methods can be even more helpful. Ministerial is often more like art than technical skill. Qualitative strategies can be useful, truthful, and effective. 
· Different forms of assessment are needed for different educational goals. Abraham Kaplan, an influential philosopher of science, wrote about the law of the hammer: Give a child a hammer and suddenly everything needs pounding. Because assessment is difficult, we have sometimes wanted to use one form of assessment to assess everything. Good assessment requires multiple strategies because theological education requires multiple ways of knowing.
· Good systems of assessment are not complex. Early in their efforts, ATS schools tended to invent overly complex systems of assessment that were not sustainable. 

3. ATS and Global Theological Education

In the context of other world religions, some growing much faster than Christianity, the ability of Christians of varying theological perspectives to find a common Christian witness will become increasingly important.

ATS Global Perspective and Engagement

· Understanding effective institutional partnerships between North American and Majority World Theological schools 
· Cultivating scholarly and programmatic “trade routes” from majority world to North America 
· Contributing to a pan-Christian conversation on theological education 
· Educational and degree programs of study 








http://www.ats.edu/uploads/accrediting/documents/self-study-handbook-chapter-7.pdf
http://www.ats.edu/resources/current-initiatives/global-awareness-and-engagement-initiative
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